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The Glory of the Second House: The God Who Restores the 
Present
Haggai 2:1-23   ·   Kaká Monteiro   ·   July 19, 2026
The temple that looked small, the heart that needs consecration, the God who shakes the kingdoms

T H E  C E N T R A L  I D E A

“Glory never depended on the size of the building, but on who lives in it.”
Facing a modest temple, the elders wept for Solomon�s splendor. God answers with a promise greater than restoration: the glory of t
he second house would surpass the first, because the Lord himself would walk through that door, in the flesh. The invitation isn�t to

 recreate the past, but to let God�s presence fill what we are building now.

T H E  M E S S A G E  I N  3  M O V E M E N T S

01 Don�t measure the present by the past.
God is honest about the disappointment, but doesn�t leave the people s
tuck in it. A marriage with less shine, a church with fewer people, a f
aith with less fire: maybe God doesn�t want to repeat the past, but to
 do something new and more mature. The right question is whether he
 is present now.

02 Courage comes before resources.
Three times God says "be strong", and he only says that to those who 
are afraid. The people had no gold, but "the silver is mine and the gold 
is mine." When God guides, he provides. As Lloyd-Jones said, faith is 
the refusal to panic.

03 Being close to the sacred doesn�t make you holy.
Holiness isn�t contagious by osmosis; defilement is. Hearing the Bible e
very Sunday doesn�t make us holy: it makes us responsible. God me
asures the work by the heart of the one doing it, and blessing doesn�t wai
t for the work to be finished, it answers the obedience that has begun.

R E A D I N G  T H E  T E X T  ·  H A G G A I  2 : 1 - 2 3

Haggai 2:1-9 · The glory that looks small
God asks Zerubbabel, Joshua and the people: who among you saw 
this house in its former glory? Doesn�t it seem like nothing now? A
nd he commands: "Be strong! Work, for I am with you. My Spirit r
emains among you; do not fear. The glory of this present house will b
e greater than the glory of the former house, and in this place I will g
rant peace."

Haggai 2:10-19 · From defilement to consecration
God asks the priests two questions: does consecrated meat make 
holy what it touches? No. Does someone defiled by a dead body 
defile what they touch? Yes. So it is with this people before me. But 
from the day they returned to obedience: "From this day on I will 
bless you."

Haggai 2:20-23 · The kingdom that prevails
On the same day, God says to Zerubbabel: I will shake the heavens 
and the earth, I will overturn royal thrones and the power of the 
kingdoms. "On that day I will take you, my servant, and I will make 
you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you."

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  G R O U P

To open: is there something in your life (a place, a season, a group) that you remember as "the good old days"? Why did it mark you so much?

1 God asked: "Doesn�t it seem to you like nothing?" In which area of your life have you been comparing the present with the past: m
arriage, faith, church, career? What has that comparison been producing in you?

2 God tells them to take courage and work before there are resources: "the silver is mine and the gold is mine." Have you ever 
seen God provide after you took the first step? Where do you need to take that step now?

3 Being close to what is holy doesn�t make anyone holy. Which religious activities might be taking the place of a heart truly aligned w
ith God? How can you tell the difference?

4 God called Zerubbabel, a small leader before the empires, a "signet ring". In what situation have you felt small or irrelevant? What 
changes when you remember that God rules history?

K E Y  PA S S A G E S

Ezra 3:12-13, The elders wept aloud when they saw the new foundation, 
and the young shouted for joy; no one could tell the weeping from the 
celebration. The emotional setting of Haggai 2.

Hebrews 12:26-28, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also 
the heavens." The only quotation of Haggai in the New Testament: we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.

James 1:22, "Do not merely listen to the word… Do what it says." Being close 
to the sacred without a change of heart is self-deception, exactly Haggai 
2:10-14�s warning.

T O  C L O S E

A step for this week. Choose an area of life where you have been 
comparing the present with the past and trade the question "is this 
smaller than before?" for "is the Lord present in this now?". And pray 
sincerely: "Lord, is there anything between us that keeps me from 
hearing you?".

Prayer. Thank God that his glory doesn�t depend on the size of what w
e have. Ask for courage to work before seeing the resources and a c
onsecrated heart, not merely one that is close to the things of God.

Watch the message again: point your phone camera here.
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